HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF TTTE CARNATIC

where the trees were cut. They set in order the various towers
which would be useful for purposes of war as well as shelter
and strengthened them with their forces who were encouraged
to put forth their valour. The result was an indecisive fight for
a period of two months. One day when Colonel Coote was
marching- in the company of MaKral-i-A'lii with a small number
of horse, he went forward a long distance into the grove, find-
ing his way with a telescope, lie captured some of the peasants
who were passing by, inquired of them the way, conducted
them into the presence of ITa%rat-i~A1a, and kept them in
confinement. On that very night, he dispatched an army under
two guides from among them. Next morning he divided his
whole army into throe or four troops and marched forward
facing the enemy. There was fighting till noon on account of the
opposition of the French, In the meanwhile, Muhammad Yusuf
Khan came out with his army from the side of the trees and
put up a brave fight. Immediately the troop sent overnight
came behind the worthless e \einy, and a severe fight ensued.
Colonel Coote understood the noise of camion to be the
messenger of the consequences of his plan and marched forward
with his army also. M. Lally did not find any way out of the
dangers on the three sides, but to run to Phulchcri and shut
himself up with his companions inside the fort. He then got
ready the implements of war and thus brought the kettle-drum
of war into his own ruinous house.
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